THIS FORM MUST BE ATTACHED TO ALL DISSERTATION PROPOSALS


Human Geography Generic Ethics Assessment and Approval Form

Name of Researcher (undergraduate student):

Title of Project: 

Brief Description of Project:

Research may not go ahead until this form has been approved by the School Ethics representative and SASQC.

	Section A: Investigators


	Do investigators have previous experience of, and/or adequate training in, the methods employed?
	Yes
	No**

	Will students be under the direct supervision of an experienced member of staff?
	Yes
	No**

	Will students be expected to undertake physically invasive procedures (not covered by a generic protocol) during the course of the research? 
	Yes**
	No

	Are researchers in a position of direct authority with regard to participants (eg sports coaches using his/her athletes in training, line managers using employees)?
	Yes**
	No


	** If you select ANY answers marked **, please attach a statement covering how you intend to manage the issues (indicated by selecting a ** answer).

	


	Section B: Participants 


Vulnerable Groups

Does your research involve vulnerable participants? If not, go to Section C

If your research does involve vulnerable participants, will participants be knowingly recruited from one or more of the following vulnerable groups?
	Children under 18 years of age 
	Yes*
	No

	People over 65 years of age 
	Yes*
	No

	Pregnant women 
	Yes*
	No

	People with mental illness

	Yes*
	No

	Prisoners/Detained persons
	Yes*
	No

	Other vulnerable group#(please specify _____________________ )
	Yes*
	No


	#Other types of vulnerable groups may include indigenous or non-English speakers, particularly in overseas countries.

*If you select ANY answers marked *, please attach a statement covering how you intend to manage the issues (indicated by selecting a * answer).  


Chaperoning Participants 
If appropriate, eg studies which involve vulnerable participants, taking physical measures or intrusion of participants' privacy: 
	Will participants be chaperoned by more than one investigator at all times?  
	Yes
	No*
	N/A

	Will at least one investigator of the same sex as the participant(s) be present throughout the investigation?  
	Yes
	No*
	N/A

	Will participants be visited at home?
	Yes*
	No
	N/A


	*If you select ANY answers marked *, please attach a statement covering how you intend to manage the issues (indicated by selecting a * answer).  

	If you have selected N/A please provide a statement in the space below explaining why the chaperoning arrangements are not applicable to your research proposal:




Advice to Participants following the investigation

Investigators have a duty of care to participants.  When planning research, investigators should consider what, if any, arrangements are needed to inform participants (or those legally responsible for the participants) of any health related (or other) problems previously unrecognised in the participant.  This is particularly important if it is believed that by not doing so the participants well being is endangered.  Investigators should consider whether or not it is appropriate to recommend that participants (or those legally responsible for the participants) seek qualified professional advice, but should not offer this advice personally.   Investigators should familiarise themselves with the guidelines of professional bodies associated with their research.

	

	Section C:
 Methodology/Procedures 


To the best of your knowledge, please indicate whether the proposed study:
	Involves taking bodily samples
	Yes †
	No

	Involves procedures which are likely to cause physical, psychological, social or emotional distress to participants
	Yes †
	No

	Is designed to be challenging physically or psychologically in any way (includes any study involving physical exercise)
	Yes †
	No

	Exposes participants to risks or distress greater than those encountered in their normal lifestyle
	Yes*
	No

	Involves use of hazardous materials
	Yes*
	No


	*If you select ANY answers marked *, please attach a statement covering how you intend to manage the issues (indicated by selecting a * answer).  

	† If the procedure is covered by an existing generic protocol, please insert reference number here __  
If the procedure is not covered by an existing generic protocol, please submit a full application with this form.

	

	

	Section D: Observation/Recording 


	Does the study involve observation and/or recording of participants? If yes please complete the rest of section D, otherwise proceed to section E  
	Yes
	No

	Will those being observed and/or recorded be informed that the observation and/or recording will take place?
	Yes
	No*


	*If you select ANY answers marked *, please attach a statement covering how you intend to manage the issues (indicated by selecting a * answer).  

	

	

	Section E: Consent and Deception 


	Will participants give informed consent( freely? 
 
If yes please complete the Informed Consent section below.  
*If no, please attach a statement covering how you intend to manage the issue.   
	Yes
	No*

	
	
	

	( Note: where it is impractical to gain individual consent from every participant, it is acceptable to allow individual participants to "opt out" rather than "opt in".


Informed Consent
	Will participants be fully informed of the objectives of the investigation and all details disclosed (preferably at the start of the study but where this would interfere with the study, at the end)?
	Yes
	No*

	Will participants be fully informed of the use of the data collected (including, where applicable, any intellectual property arising from the research)?
	Yes
	No*

	For children under the age of 18 or participants who have impairment of understanding or communication:

	
	- will consent be obtained (either in writing or by some other means)? 
	Yes
	No*

	
	- will consent be obtained from parents or other suitable person?
	Yes
	No*

	
	- will they be informed that they have the right to withdraw regardless of parental/ guardian consent?
	Yes
	No*

	For investigations conducted in schools, will approval be gained in advance from the Head-teacher and/or the Director of Education of the appropriate Local Education Authority?
	Yes
	No*

	For detained persons, members of the armed forces, employees, students and other persons judged to be under duress, will care be taken over gaining freely informed consent?
	Yes
	No*


	*If you select ANY answers marked *, please attach a statement covering how you intend to manage the issues (indicated by selecting a * answer).  


	Does the study involve deception of participants (ie withholding of information or the misleading of participants) which could potentially harm or exploit participants? 
	Yes
	No

	If yes please complete the Deception section below.


Deception
	Is deception an unavoidable part of the study? 
	Yes*
	No

	Will participants be de-briefed and the true object of the research revealed at the earliest stage upon completion of the study?
	Yes*
	No

	Has consideration been given on the way that participants will react to the withholding of information or deliberate deception? 
	Yes*
	No


	*If you select ANY answers marked *, please attach a statement covering how you intend to manage the issues (indicated by selecting a * answer).  

	

	Section F: Withdrawal 


	Will participants be informed of their right to withdraw from the investigation at any time and to require their own data to be destroyed?
	Yes
	No*


	*If you select ANY answers marked *, please attach a statement covering how you intend to manage the issues (indicated by selecting a * answer).  

	

	Section G: Storage of Data and Confidentiality


	Please see University guidance on https://www.ntu.ac.uk/intranet/policies/legal_services/data_protection/16231gp.html. You will need your user name and password to gain access to this page on the Staff Intranet. 

	Will all information on participants be treated as confidential and not identifiable unless agreed otherwise in advance, and subject to the requirements of law?
	Yes
	No*

	Will participants’ identities be kept confidential in all documents produced as part of the research e.g research papers, dissertations, seminars?
	Yes
	No*

	Will storage of data comply with the Data Protection Act 1998?
	Yes
	No*

	Will any video/audio recording of participants be kept in a secure place and not released for use by third parties?  
	Yes
	No*

	Will video/audio recordings be destroyed within six years of the completion of the investigation?
	Yes
	No*


	*If you select ANY answers marked *, please attach a statement covering how you intend to manage the issues (indicated by selecting a * answer).  

	

	Section H: Incentives 


	Have incentives (other than those contractually agreed, salaries or basic expenses) been offered to the investigator to conduct the investigation?
	Yes*
	No

	Will incentives (other than basic expenses) be offered to potential participants as an inducement to participate in the investigation?
	Yes*
	No


	*If you select ANY answers marked *, please attach a statement covering how you intend to manage the issues (indicated by selecting a * answer).  

	Declaration
I have read the Ethics & Governance Statement http://www.ntu.ac.uk/research/ethics_governance/index.html. I confirm that the above named investigation complies with published codes of conduct, ethical Principals and guidelines of professional bodies associated with my research discipline.


Signature of Student 



Signature of Research Supervisor  



Date
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